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As long as I could either hold a book or a pencil, I loved to read, write, and share what I 

learned. As I grew older (and taller), I realized the power of words--how they can heal, 

inspire, build bridges, and touch hearts and souls. This is why I write. 

 

Whether I am writing something for big people (adults) or smaller ones (Pre-K to 6th grade), 

I try to picture the faces of the people who will be reading what I write. This reminds me of 

the great privilege and responsibility that I have being a writer. I am very grateful to be able 

to do what I do. And, I take it very seriously. 

 

I am not sure which stage of writing I enjoy the most. Writing is lot like life. Beginnings can 

be fun and scary at the same time. Then, the middles...they can be filled with unexpected 

adventures, surprises--and a lot of mess and hard work. And, the ends--they are filled with 

exhilaration, excitement, some sadness, and the realization that something's over. But, then 

it's back to the beginning again! 

 

I often tell aspiring writers to "read, read, read, read, read, and then write, write, write, 

write." My mother taught me to love to read and to write. I believe that this love (and my 

continued reading and writing) have rubbed off on me and made me the writer that I am 

today. (Thanks, Mom!) 

 

If writers have their hearts set on writing for children, I share with them one of my trade 

secrets. What is it? Well...it is to NEVER grow up. That's it. Because then, when you're 

writing for children, you'll always be writing for kids around your own age! Don't believe 

me? Ask me how old I am. That would be nine. I think I will always be nine. Nine is a great 

age. Don't you think?  
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